Clinic has so many possibilities and while this is enticing and engaging for academics and students alike, it is clear that a naïve commitment to clinic can lead to unintended problems when the needs of various stakeholders come into conflict. All the papers in this edition contribute to the growing sophistication of our clinic discourse, critically examining the intents, processes and positions of the actors involved.
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We begin with a perspective from sociology: Diana Pan's research enables us to explore the student experience of work and identity. This is not a paper specifically about clinic, nevertheless it offers us a wider view and her rich qualitative data and theoretical framing will have an impact on how we understand our students' engagement with clinic.
The needs of communities are both desperately sought and difficult to acquire: Shristi Banerjee, Raveena Rao Kallakuru, Ambedkar Bhavan, Yamini Kumar, In understanding what we do and why we do it, sometimes it is helpful to return to the beginning and in this issue we have both a narrative and an analysis based in South Africa from Donald Nicholson which teases out a number of elements in clinic design that could be, have been but perhaps, need not be in conflict with one another. This piece will be a reference point for our work on the intent and purpose of clinic 
